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of Perumal. Garuda was crest fallen. Perumal told him that
he need have no regrets; He said that while Sesha theertham
would fulfil the wishes of all the people and will give mukthi
to the people who have their bath in that theertham, the river
brought by Garuda will thenceforth be known as Garuda nadhi
and will be considered as equivalent to Ganga. Even today, the
Sesha theertham is within the Devadi Nada Temple precincts
opposite to the kitchen. It is the water from this well which
is used for preparing all the neivedhyams for the Lord. The
Garuda nadhi flowing behind the temple is used for performing
thirumanjanam for the Perumal. It is believed that the river
brought by Garuda is Vir^ja theertham while the water brought
by Adisesha is pathala Ganga theertham.
In certain parts of the country milk is offered to ant hills
where the snakes reside But in Thiruvahindrapuram alone in
the month of Thai and Adi (Januaiy-Februaiy and July- August)
this practice of pouring milk into the ant hills is not there.
Instead, the milk is poured into the Sesha theertham itself
which is situated in the prakara of the temple.
It is said that once Brighu Maharishi did a severe penance
to Lord Vishnu. He went to the Sesha theertham. He met an
old brahmin there.-The brahmin was wearing a tulasi mala. He
said that his name was Taporasi. He told Brighu Maharishi that
Bhoomidevi had also done penance in that area and that with the
blessing of Adisesha he was knowledgeable. When Brighu asked
him for advice as to which was the ideal place to pray to Lord
Vishnu, Taporasi told him to go to the forest closeby and pray
to Mahavishnu. He said that in course of time he would find a
small girl who would be seated on a lotus. He advised him to
bring Her up as his daughter. At that time, Taporasi assured
Brighu that his tapas would be fulfilled. Accordingly, Brighu
Maharishi prayed for a long time. In course of time, he did find
a small child seated in a lotus. He took her home, gave her to
his wife. The child was brought up with love and affection. As
she was the daughter of Brighu she was known as Bhargavi.
In Tamil Nadu there are only two places where the Thayar is
known as Bhargavi. One place is Thiruvahindrapuram, the other
is at Adanoor in Chola Nadu. The Thayar is also knowii as